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In an effort to define the 'disclosed sal f -ink i ny »iynd 
stamp even more clearly, Appl iciyj^t,. hay incorporated the subject 
matter nf nlslm 21 1n claim 19,/i.e. amended claim iy is claim 
21 r.hac was before the Examiner before the final rejection. 
Therefore, since the amendment - raaccp no new issue and requirea 
■ ; no new ccarch, entry ot the arne'njdment is respectfully solicited 

since it places the claims eithWr'.in riunil 1 1. ion Cor allowance or 
in better form for rippe**" . 

Rejerjiian of claims 19, 20'aiid 22-26 under U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over the cited patents ic 
respectfully traversed. The Examiner has literally repeated 
the grounds of rejection raised in the prior Office leLLer, and 
has responded to applicant's argiiuusiiLu by stating that. rt rmp 
having ordinary skill in i.be art at the time of the inventin 
would f irtrl it. nbvi.ous that this: area (Toyama'e handle bb, fig. 
. 1 ~k) could (emphasis by applicant) "represent a receivinq rcccoo 

• ., for an information sheet." ' . ( 

in order to avoid redundancy, and since the Examiner 'a 
qroundo of rejection were merely* "repeated, appl.i c.Ait\. 
incorporates the previous response, here-in, rxi.hec- Lhari to 
repeat it. Howevei, iL ia emphfa-Hi 7.pri r.Tiat the only reference 
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■■; to feature 55 in 1'oyama is foua&Un col - 7, line 14, where it 

is stated that "55 dcoiqnateB a'^andle-'» No recess is 
" ' ( .lHm:rihftd f nor is there any hint,>j£or the utility of »uc:h «* 

recess in Tuyama's hand stamp. j.Thc line design on top of 
handle 55 has not 'uften described? and it is certainly not shown 
ag a recess for aucrjuiinmrlflting an'- information shoot . Even 
farther removed from Llm illustration of Toyama'o handle SS is 
\ ■ a recess extending continually. £j5jbm the top side to at lcaot 

one of the broad sides and del'imk.fid by edyes before it reaches 
: the narrow sides, as claimed, aftd ; . 1 1 liiRtraLed handle 55 most 

: . certainly does not even hint thd.'jcover recited aL 01) of claim 

' l ' : 19, snapping into the claimed recess in the claimed manner . 

as to the Examiner' a Asaer'tiVn that a person of ordinary 
" skill could hay© reached thp. conclusion that handle 55 

represents a recess for an infqrnja-Lion. sheet, applicant* 
■■ ' rcopecttully submits that this ,B6fiR not- meet the etandard of 

obviousncce oi Sec. lOi. as tlie; icourr. nf Appeals, Federal 
: Circuit, pointed out in Orthokintftie* Inc. v, Safety Travel 

■', : Chairs Inc., 1 UCFQ2d 1081, at'^flBV, 

!' ; "...the district court's analysis employed an 

■ inappropriate 'wrjuld hav*-.':been able to produce' toot. ( The 

statute, Gee, 103, rcq uires much more, i.e., Irhdi.. jr. 
'■' would have been obvious to Reduce the claimed invention 

.! • ■'. at the time it was made without. I.he benefit of hindsight 

; f (emphasis by Court) . " - ,/\ 

• ■ * , .* ■ 1 * 
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While, as Lhe Examiner has &ftued, a person of ordinary 
skill in ths art may have been able to produce the claimed 
recess and cover, this nfirhaiiilj^ttas not obvious from the 
illustration of handle 55, wititoufc any further description or 
indicatxon of what Che lines on. Ipp of the handle indicate. 
Applicant hao oubmitted evidence., that \.h*y moat likely are 
meant to suggest a dcuiga on top".of the hand!*, as shown in the 
sales literature of record. 

The* TricL is that applicant .ficed a problem and its 
solution, wh..1nh is nevei even considered by Toyama. Citing a 
long line of appel3.ar.fi deciaionk:;;. the Court of Appcalo, Federal 
Circuit, held in uiversitflch Corp,, v. Century Steps Inc., 7 

US?Q 131b, at 1318, 

"The problem confronted by^.the inventor must, be considered 
in determining wliwi.her it vc^ld have been obvious to 
combine the refcrcncco in, 'order to solve thai umhlem." 

Appli*.:rtnt: respectfully submits that the Examiner's 
description of Dm Wnll e.t al, -Toyama and Hpshino patents, as 
applied to features (c)(3), (Oi'.W (d)(1), does not addrcoc 
the problem faced and solved by \ appl inant and that/ therefore, 
thcac patcntc do not make there/ feature nlivirms. Using "the 
benefit of hindsight " rejected by orthokineticn, i-ited, and 
without a fcaeis in the actual dliclomrres in Lhe prior art, the 
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fixaminer reached the i :<n illusion' Vtifrat it could make the claimed 
I ' invention obvious. '„ 

Specifically, for example the literature Kiihmitf.ed by 
applicant and of record herein chows that it has been quite 
i rominuri (and, therefore, requires' *no dcocription by Toyama) to 

■ - use with differently colored plastic parte on top of 

Che handle. Tins; makes particular sense because Toyama uses a 
cylindrical stamp member "Si , wh+cti muat be rolled over the 
paper to be stamped and pressed', 4pwn f *n that handle 55 must be 
firmly gripped. Ae shown by T:ha. : 'sales literature uf record, 
this can be accompliched by the 'uWe of a different plasr.in part 
on top of the handle, which provides better friction and a 
stronger grip than the plastic <-uaed for the remainder of the 
handle. 

i\ 

Had Toyama had a recess for /.an infarmstinn sheeL in mind, 
thio would have been a signif iqe^p.ly enough feature* to be 
described while , aa the oalee literature showing the state ol 

j 

this particualar art feature sbo^s, no deocription is needed 
for a hand stamp handle comprised, of different matcrialc on 

top. 

AS recited in claim 19, u/dn^irt/'ant cover 24 is snapped 
into recess 17 holding information sheet 1ft, And it comprises 

* , > 
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inwardly ponding liking prolans ». 2*a, 25b for 
S nappi«g into A o<*ing —sea att*». * *■ 
recoS s « the broad sides „f acting ™" ^ 
ditters cnr.ider.bly from ShiVs- cover 34 sine applicant's 
cove*- extend lo the broad .id«>f the actuating fra-e 
(handle) . Tni* has the advantage, .-.hat the curved cover o£ ^ 

-i , over thy recess with relatively tew 

applicant is qecurely held over c» 

fixing means. 

Advantagcouely, as shown i^ig. ^ ^ aasembly °< 
applies, • a device i* very *i<*J$* intention «he*t 18 (aee 
> r <*en line) may initially laid into the inside of curved 
transparent cover 24, where held in position .*dsr if 

own tension by locking project^, », without any danger o£ 
becoming «l,po.it1««Kl . The cp**r with the intonation nheet 
„ then simply snapped into reaving r»,*se 17. A3 al*o - 
ir. Fig. 4, the int option ahaet. thereupon n*. to lie on th« 
cop surface of receiving recee^l?, it- ***** a " 

dlsplnned away from proJprW ?5 and come to rest on the 
paction* defining losing ^e.,e. 26. such . surprisingly 
simple and ^rnirely CI*** po-iftWi* of intonation nheet 18 
would no, be passible in the Shih device because his reviving 
rece« i. not L- „r U- 3 hapcd ^ cro 9 « action, i.e. it doe, cot 
extend continually from the topUid, to at lout one of the 
br oad srdes. Tn Lhe Shi device^ whe,» label 3* i. received in 
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» ** ' . 

■ .* i. 

rerpss 31 before cnver 34 is i'» /mounted r.hRrecaver, the label La 

' - * * i* 

lllcely co be misposlt ioned in the. recess unless Its dimensions 
^ ' are exactly the same as the req&jaa. such accurate dimensioning 

would require additional manufacturing costs. 

Aa to wall et al, they provide a two-part operatinq member 
4 comprised oi hollow encase 4af -ctad closure 4b f the closure 

'< being snapped into the encasement at 55* Gnap connections are, 

* 'i 

of course, well known but it is-.' respect fully submitted that 
Wrt 11 hi. h 1 ili.) r i o I. . 1 1 in y e : . I. v i bus to p ro v i de the c 1 a i ined si la u 
v connection of applicant's transparent cover over an information 

sheet in the claimed recess, a* pagination far removed from 
' Wall et al's two-parr operating, member and solving a problem 

not suggested by wall et al. ) 

In view of the above, it jJg.vqreepect fully submitted that 
amended claim 15 is clearly pat&rftable uvei Lhe diL. Since Llits 
■ f , dependent ct.lairns rlefinR f iirthfiT^fflfaturfiR nf r.Tm rpnplvlng 

' rp.rflsfi flnri/nr r.hp Transparent cpyer, neither of which is 

' / ** sunoested fo Y th& prior art in tftd combination of the claimed 

self-inking hand stamp, these claims are believed to be 
allowable on their own merits. ' ;. 

A sincere effort having beferi; made to overcome all grounds 
of rejection, entry of the amendment, favorable reconsideration 
and allowance of claims 19, 20 and' 22-26 are respectfully 
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solicited. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Kurt ^finah, Reg. No. lfl,fi?.R 
Allispitir. Collard, Reg, No. 22,532 

COLLARD & ROE, P.C. Edwar<L'R;. i-'reedman, Reg. No. 26,048 

XU7 > .Northern Boulevard Ath.c3rfit*yH' £ux Applicants 

Roslyn, New York 11570 

(516) i6b-9BU^ \\ 

I h«i*hy certify that this correspondence is being ^errt by telefax to the US PTO, Fax No. 
7r)3-37?-a318on F*hnjary2G, 2004. . 

- nil i^c^ 

ft^tf MinandorT ' 
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